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Lasting over forty years and roughly coincident with the period of Martial Law (20 May 1949
to 14 July 1987 ) , upstanding people of conscience were arrested, detained and even executed.

Such tragedies created an atmosphere of terror gripping all of society and becoming for the
Taiwan people an unshakable nightmare, with a deep and far-reaching influence on social
development. This period goes by the name of the “White Terror”.

Under the authoritarian system of that time, the rulers would oppress human rights from on
high, casting countless lives into martyrdom, shattering homes and creating all sorts of injustices.
The whole country was beset by a long period of tension and terror. By the 1990s, thanks to our
compatriots’ blood, sweat and sustained effort, Taiwan put authoritarian rule behind it, gradually
becoming a free and democratic society.

The protection of human rights and pursuit of social fairness and justice are universal values
respected by democratic countries. Not merely wishing to seek out historical truth and determine
responsibility, all the more do we hope to keep in mind the lessons, so that whoever rules in the
future will not repeat the mistakes of the past.

The erection of this monument is therefore our prayer that hereafter Taiwan will become a
democratic and free country honoring human rights and justice.

Memorial Committee for the Political Victims of the White Terror
7 April 2008
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