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The Imprisoned Fighters with Unrestrained Souls

The Exhibition of Narratives of Political Victims in Oasis Villa

The stories of human rights began with the "Island of Fire."

The establishment of the Human Rights Cultural Park in Green Island was based
on the two "political prisons” built within the White Terror Period. One is New Life
Correction Center under Taiwan Provincial Security Command (1951-1965), the other
being the Green Island Reformatory and Reeducation Prison (1972-1987), or "Oasis
Vila,"under the Ministry of National Defense.

Since the 1950s,more than 20 political prisoners who were condemned to
life-imprisonment stayed in jail for over 30 years, the longest being 34 years and 7
months. Most of these inmates were released from "Oasis Villa" after the death of the
late President Chiang Kai-shek,making the park meaningful in the History of Human
Rights.

The Period of White Terror and Martial Law in Taiwan

In 1945, KMT Government retreated to Taiwan and the Martial Law was
promulgated on May 19", 1949. After that, Taiwan was under very strict control by a
series of relevant regulations, where public assembly,association,freedom of speech
and publication,freedom of teaching...etc.were prohibited. There was a ban to
regulate newspapers, magazines and books; forming new political party was strongly
discouraged. In the same year,Chiang Kai-shek came to Taiwan.

In 1948,"Temporary Provisions Effective during the Period of Communist
Rebellion Act” was issued and part of the Constitution was frozen. To prevent
communist's threat and expansion, severe laws were carried out, among them being
"the Offenses in the Statute governing the Punishment of Rebellion" and "The Act of
Criminal or Gangster Cases in the period of Martial Law.” Taiwan Garrison
Command used these to control and punish the dissidents.

KMT Government ignored human rights, democracy and freedom; they
indiscriminately arrested and executed dissidents,causing lots of miscarriages and
death of innocent victims. People suffered severe physical and mental persecution

and property loss as well.
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38 years later,Martial Law,the longest in the world, ended on July 15th, 1987.Yet,
under the “Offenses in the Statute Governing the Punishment of Rebellion Act,” the
KMT Regime kept on punishing and arresting dissidents until the law was terminated
on May 22" 1991, and the "List of Amendment of No.100 to the Criminal Code of the
Republic of China" was distributed, which marked the end of White Terror Period.

Taiwan Provincial Security Command's New Life Correction Center (1951-1965)

In the early 1950s, political prisons were overcrowded in Taiwan main island. For
settlement concern, the authority sent most of the prisoners to Taiwan Provincial
Security Command's New Life Correction Center in Green Island and the rest to
Military Prison in Ankeng. On May 17", 1952, the first batch of political prisoners
landed at Zhongliao fishing port and walked through the "Gate of Ghost," reaching the
concentration camp to start their ideological transformation and labor days.

The political prisoners (then called the New Lifers) were divided into 3 brigades.
Each brigade had 4 squadrons with 120-160 inmates each. From 1951 to 1954, a
female squadron, the 8th squadron,accommodated about 100 female inmates and
numbers of captives of Chinese Communist troops from the South Island. At peak
time, there were more than 2,000 inmates, together with the authority's officers and
their families, making up a total number of 3,000,the same number as the local
residents.

In 1965, as New Life Correction Center dissolved,most political prisoners were
transferred to Taiyuan Prison in Taitung, the same location where Taiwan Garrison

District Command was formed for the detainees of members of security command.

Taiyuan Prison in Taitung (1962-1972)

Taiyuan Prison in Taiyuan County,Donghe Township, was a reinforced concrete
prison built in 1961 with the confiscating properties of the political prisoners.This
prison started to take in prisoners in 1962; in 1965 the number of prisoners reached
its peak of 600.

At noon time of February 8th, 1970, six independence-supporting political
prisoners, Zheng Jin-He,Chen Liang,Zheng Zheng-Cheng,Zhan Tian-Zeng,Jiang
Bin-Xing,and Xie Dong-Rong carried out their plan of snatching the weapons from the
sentry during their duty switch time. However, their plan was divulged and they failed
to release other prisoners.They fled to the mountain but were arrested 19 days later.
On March 30th 1970,after the trial, five were sentenced to death and were executed
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on May 30th, 1970 except Zheng Zheng-Cheng.This was the Taiyuan Incident.
Due to this incident, Taiwan Garrison Command Authority built a new prison in
Green Island and moved all political prisoners to this remote island in 1972.

Oasis Villa (1972-1987)

After Taiyuan Incident, KMT Government rushed to build a new prison in the west
of the New Life Correction Centerin Green Island and named it "Oasis Villa.” Whenits
construction was completed in 1972, prisoners from Taiyuan prison,Jingmei Military
Detention Center and other smaller jails were sent to Oasis Villa for centralized control
and ideological transformation.

Most political prisonersjailed after 1950 were incarcerated in Oasis Villa, and
those who were sentenced to life imprisonment were released from here after the
commutation at the death of the late president-Chiang Kai-shek.

During the later years of Oasis Villa, inmates began to have opportunities to
contact the outside world. There were a few hunger strikes in protesting Lin's murder
case (1980) and the death of Chen Wen-Cheng (1981), which aroused the concern of
the Al Group (Amnesty International) and made investigations over Oasis Villa.

After the lifting of Martial Law in 1987, Oasis Villa could no longer hold political
prisoners of non-military status, so the remaining 36 political prisoners were

transferred to Green Island Prison.

The Life of a Political Victim under White Terror

During the period of white terror in Taiwan history, KMT government used strict
laws to punish political dissidents through abusing trials and makeup criminal cases
and put them behind the bars. Physical and mental maltreatment through endless
incarcerations gave the political prisoners a hard time fitting in with the society after
regaining freedom.Also,the life after their release was constantly surveilled by the
intelligent officers,which greatly

Through the stories of political victims at this special exhibition in Oasis Villa,the
publicgets to know the tragic history.Besides, it is hoped that this exhibition will not
only remind our government of what's happened,but make more people aware that
there used to be political victims fighting bravely for human rights.Though they once
suffered and were ravaged cold-bloodedly, their spirits remained free and have deeply
influenced the progress of freedom, human rights and democracy.

Thanks to the bloods and tears of the following political prisoners,social
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awareness was raised, and human rights were glorified in Taiwan.

The Longest Imprisoned Political Prisoner on Record

In May 1950, the president of Matou Town Farmers' Association and the other 35
people were arrested and tortured to extract confessions. They were accused of
"trying to overthrow the government with illegal means and having started to
implement" and were sentenced from 10 years imprisonment to death penalty under
"the Insurgent Punishment Act.” This was the “Tainan Matou Case."

Lin Shu-Yang (1926-2012) was arrested in 1950 and released on parole in the
end of 1984.He was in jail for 34 years and 7 months, the longest jailing record ever.

For a political prisoner who was condemned to life imprisonment, it was difficult to
endure seeing other inmates leaving the prison, so Lin took his imprisonment as "a
price paid for the progress of society" to survive the long framed-up period in jail,
during which hemade himself heard by passing paper notes.
The brave Man Who was Unwilling to Compromise Under Torture

Gou Zhen-Chun(1925-) was born in Tainan. After seeing the corruption of the

Chinese government and the KMT regime,he realized that Taiwanese must find its
own way.

In 1953,0ne of his classmates was arrested.To switch the focus to Guo,he
implicated Guo to be "red.” After suffering such severe tortures as "finger nails being

peeled”,”thrown into the Ai River’, “ants on the trunk”, he was sentenced to life
imprisonment and deprived of his civil rights.

When Guo looked back to the time in Oasis Villa, herecalled the concrete walls
that surrounded Ba-Gua building and the nearby beach. The heat radiation made the
jail room hot like steamerand killedseveral inmates.Guo also witnessed the deathof
a political prisoner, who got killed by a falling wall during heavy rainfall.

He was released under commutation in 1975. Four years later, he managed to
obtain a passport and went to work with his brother in Guatemala.He came back to
Taiwan after the Taiwan Independence Movement started to flourish.

The Innocent English Teacher Who Suffered from Persecution Twice

Ke Qi-Hua(1929-2002) was an English teacher who also ran a publishing
business.In 1961, Ke was put in jail for the second time, accused of "attempting to
commit treason,” and sentenced to 12 years of imprisonment. This time Ke was
unwilling to be trampled on and tried to kill himself but failed because his suicide note
was discovered.
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Ke taught inmates Japanese and English. He devoted himself to text book writing
and publishing. The support from his family was the only reason he hadn’t commit
suicide.

Ke is one of the most influencing teaching material editors in Taiwan. He never
joined any revolutionary organization but was innocently put in jail twice, wasting 17
yearsof his precious time there.However, this experience inspired him and changed
his political point of view.

Malaysian Overseas Student got involved in White Terror

Chen Qin-Sheng(1949-), a Malaysian, came to further his study in Taiwan in
1967.During his stay at Cheng Kung University,he visited the US News Agency in
Tainan.He was falsely accused and arrested for carrying out an explosion in
1970.Strange enough,he was not sentenced for the explosion but for a communist
case, where he tried to overthrow the Taiwanese Government. He was condemned to
12 years under the “Insurgent Punishment Act, Article 2, Paragraph 1."

He led a life of a walking dead in the starting years in prison,but later reluctantly
worked as a daytime laborer for the good of his health.He made good use of the
working time in the library to enhance his Mandarin ability.Being alone in Taiwan,Chen
hardly received any financial support from home and led a poor life in jail.

When Chen was released in 1983,the KMT Authority not only refused his request
of returning to Malaysia, but also turned down his Taiwan ID application.After more
than two years of continuous struggle ,he finally got the ID, met his wife and was able

to return home.However, he chose to stay in Taiwan to tell his life story.

The Literary Author who devoted himself into fights for Human Rights

Since 1961,Bo Yang(1920-2008) wrote articles criticizing the current situation
and the Chinese traditional cultures.On January 2"%,1968, China Daily News
published the western comics "Popeye the Sailor Man" translated by Bo Yang.The
comic was about Popeye's and his sonbuying a small island and planning to hold
an election for Presidency.Bo translated Popeye's opening speech as "soldiers and
fellow citizens," which was taken by the authority as mocking Chiang Kai-shek and his
son,so he was accused of "attempting to overthrow the government and in action"and
was sentenced to 12 years of prison.

Bo's penalty was reduced on commutation in 1975 but after serving 8 years term

in jail,he was stranded on Green Island. After the rescue from human rights groups,
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he was allowed to go back to Taiwan main island.After that,Bo devoted himself to
freedom, human rights, and dignity issues.

The Musician Plays the Music of Taiwan Independence

Chen Shen-Jing(1942- ),a famous saxophone musician from Kaohsiung, got
inspired from sport magazines promoting Taiwan independence movement when he
performed abroad, so he founded an organization of independence movement when
he came back to Taiwan.Chen spread logos of his organization on the street and was
thus arrested in 1974.After being tortured harshly,he was forced to confess and was
sentenced to life imprisonment.

The experience of prison life and his father's death inspired him to compose such
songs as "Thinking about Green Island” and "Father." He kept an optimistic attitude
and used music to comfort himself at harsh time in jail. Chen determined to live on to
see the authoritarian government overthrown, and looked forward to the day of
commutation.

Chen came back to his band in 1986 after his release, but was forced to change
his career because of the intelligent officer’s intervention and surveillance.The
background of being a political prisoner made his daughter face difficulties during her
childhood and unwilling to contact Chen anymore.Chen could only bear the sorrow

reluctantly.

A Narrow Escape, Thanks to the Help of International Rescue

Chen Ming-Zhong (1929- ) was under arrest again in 1965,and was initially
sentenced to death penalty.His wife Feng Shou-E leaked the secret trials to their
friends and families in the US.With the international rescue,the death penalty was
changed to 15 years of prison term.

Chen didn't change his attitude and remained a "trouble maker” even when he
was in jail, so the prison locked him up in an isolated solitary cell for 6 years.Chen was
alone with no inmates to talk to, so he could only spend his day doing nothing but lying
on the floor. His imprisonment made him unable to see his mother for the last time.
Chen was very regretful for this.

Tortures made his heart ill, but he was not allowed to get any medical treatment.
Through international rescue from the Taiwan's Democracy Organization in Japan to
appeal petition,Chen finally was released in1987 and had medical care. He devoted
himself fully to social activities and contacted other political victims to get together in
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supporting Taiwan Independent movement. He is a man of influence.

The last political victim in Green Island

Wang Xing-Nan(1941- ) warned the government not to suppress the democracy
movement and not to lose the position internationally. He made a parcel bomb
covered by a Mandarin dictionary and caused the Vice President to lose one of his
arms. He was arrested in USA as his finger prints were found on the parcel which was
used as evidence by the authority. He was sentenced to life imprisonment.

Wang told his wife not to wait for him for not knowing when he would be released.
He also lessened his mails to his children to avoid hurting them. Though he seemed
optimistic, yet in his heart he was unable to bear losing them.

After the Oasis Villa was abolished, he was transferred to Green Island Prison.

He was released in 1990 and was the last political prisoner in Green Island.
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