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Restoration Exhibition of the Open Prison Pod at the Ministry of National Defense Green Island Reform and Reeducation Prison (Oasis Villa)
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inmates from Taiyuan Prison (Taitung) and
the Taiwan Garrison Command Martial Law
Section Detention Center (Jingmei). In order
to meet the daily requirements of the political
victims and prison officers, the prison
authority designated certain political victims
to be open prison inmates. Ward 1 and ward
2 were altered to their living and working

spaces 1in different periods.

#= | Among these political victims, some of them
were 1n jail for no reason during the White
Terror Period; some were dissidents, arrested
on fabricated charges. And some, in fact,

SR | BBE | AR WAy ¥ B R

0.2 A | R Origin of the Exhibition GP0O.1 7 [

£ " FMEE GPO0.2 iy &
B IR | 1970 & 4 EoRg R EI'I’EFJ}EJ’ Built in 1972, the Green Island Reform and | AVO.1 It rEET
£ Reeducation Prison housed the political
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were really involved in protests against the
autocratic KMT Government.

It 1s difficult, however, to know how these
political victims from all walks of life
managed to survive and cultivate themselves
in jail solely based on the outlook of the
prison.

Therefore, the Preparatory Office of the
National Human Rights Museum tried their
best to restore the living environment to its
original. Visitors could better learn about the
daily life of the political inmates at that time.

(All the exhibits are duplicates.)

Open Prison Inmates

Open prison inmates are those who are
trusted to serve their sentences and are not

locked up in cells whole day. There were
three types of open prison inmates. The first

128




RG> SFE A
2 6 R PR Y B T
MfﬁWﬂW%@wwE:w#%
PGS 5 PF‘ pu gt 0 T (=
"o fﬁt“#‘”' |
il qgﬂiztrw AL IE SN0 I
S N U
HA | RS A ;ﬁFIFFFﬁ%m
1 r}?' T pﬁﬂ« G
,miﬂ$@yfﬁ W%WW
EWWaﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁ> “ﬁi%f%
BE%?’JEW\LH“ o F [IIF“H@‘JE‘J

W e 3T

ﬁ?l

9f A RV > 2 B IURLEY
T R (U -

i 5 S R -
Ch Eﬁiﬁﬂﬁﬁ\ift /f A P > 2%
BT B2 “?[ s 1 [
SR T 2T Ea (TR 2 o

g B

was allowed to go outside of the pod to work
in the kitchens or at the vegetable garden.
They went back to their cells after sundown.
The second was not allowed to leave the pod.
They worked within the building in the
canteen, library, barber unit or the carpentry
The the
factotums — were designated to meet the

workshop. last category
needs of the inmates in the cells, such as
buying necessities, borrowing books, asking
for hair cutting, etc. They acted like the
bridge between the inmates and the prison

authority.

The Restoration Exhibition mainly displays
the similar working environment of the
second type of open prison inmates. Both
ward 1 and ward 2 once served as open
prison pod. Ward 1 1is chosen for the
exhibition as it is more spacious.

Kitchens
The kitchens were located between the
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solitary cells and the prison walls. The open
prison inmates were responsible for the daily
meals and boiling water here. The meals
prepared in the larger kitchen were solely for
political inmates, while those prepared in the
smaller kitchen were for the prison officers.

Laundry

The open prison inmates working at the
laundry unit would carry the laundry to the
water troughs by the kitchen to do the
washing. Then they would hang the clothes
with the racks and ropes at the open space
under the sun for drying. The walls near the

solitary cells and kitchens were built after the
1970s.

Vegetable Gardens
Located near the prison inner walls, the
vegetable gardens were the place where the

open prison inmates grew vegetables.
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Daily necessities, such as toothbrushes, soap,
biscuits, etc were available at the canteen.
The open prison inmates were responsible for
stocking, registration, bookkeeping, and
delivery. Inmates can buy items with the
permission of the prison authority after filling

purchase forms.

(The canteen was restored to its 1972-1981
conditions based on the descriptions by
political inmates Chien Chung-Sheng, Han
Tso-Liang and Chen Chin-Sheng.)

(All the exhibits are duplicates.)
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Since metal cans or glassware were not
allowed 1in the cells, canned-food would be
taken out from the metal or glass containers
and given 1n plastic containers to the inmates
who bought them.
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The library collection included literary

novels, history books, stories and books
critical of communist theory, etc. Political
inmates who wanted to borrow were required
to fill out forms first which would be
delivered by the factotums to the open prison
inmates working at the library. The open
prison inmates would locate the books and
give them to the factotums to pass to the
inmates. The open prison inmates were also

responsible for the maintenance of the books.

“It took me more than two months to
categorize all the books in the library. There
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were thousands of them. I had read all of
them! In the library, there was nothing but a
bed, a table and metal shelves with books. I
lived in it.”

Political inmate Chen Chin-Sheng

(The library was restored to its 1975-1981
condition based on the descriptions of

political inmate Chen Chin-Sheng.)

(All exhibits are duplicates.)
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All of the books, after inspections by the

prison authority, would have the words ~ “#

AL Y ELT}FI," stamped.
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The library used to have 7,000 to 10,000
books but were all lost.In order to show the
original outlook of the library, less numbers
of books of the same period were replaced for

the exhibition.
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These seashell decorative handicrafts, made
by gluing seashells on the silk into a certain
pattern, can be viewed as special artifact of
the political inmates on the Green Island. The
first seashell handicrafts were made at New
Life Correction Center in the 1950’
those aged and feeble inmates who were

s by

exempted from other hard labors by the
authority.

In the 1970" s, the authority of the Oasis
Villa set up this Art Unit, where the open
prison inmates were tasked to make the
artifacts. Patterns include tiger, deer, pine
trees with cranes, carps, landscape, and etc.
The patterns were decided by the prison
officers first.

(The Seashell Decorative Art Unit was
restored to its 1975-1986 condition based on
the descriptions of the political inmates Chen
Shen-Ching and Chen Chin-Sheng.)
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(All exhibits are duplicates.)

i)

St

A ’ﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁf el 19t ?Ff i
e G o F 41@%4

B L W'*ﬁ aﬁﬁm?u
quj»g;r%yqf*}:‘n jf};ﬂ |#§J|lf‘—,
S EPN T B3 O R 2

=

Eggshell Paintings

Before painting the eggshells, the inmates
had to clean the eggs inside out and
smoothened the surfaces of the eggs. Then
they painted on the eggs with watercolor
pigments. At Jingmei Detention Center, the
eggshell paintings were produced officially at
the handicraft workshop, while those in the
Oasis Villa were made by the political
Inmates in private.
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Waste cotton from quilts was used as base
material for the seashell art.
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commonly used materials at that time, mainly
for figures, bird necks and bellies, and animal
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bodies.

Grass Hat (Cellana toreuma)
About 6 mms in length, mainly used for pine
trunks, tree burls, bamboo hats, and rock

walls.

Thick Spines of Black Long-Spined Sea
Urchin (Diadema setosum)

Also called “ Demon Urchin ” in
Mandarin (i p435 %), their thick spines
were used for crane legs and beaks, bamboo
poles, buildings, and etc.
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Clothes of prison officers and political
inmates were mended here.

(The sewing unit was restored to 1its
1975-1981
descriptions of the political inmate Chen
Chin-Sheng.)

condition based on the

(All the exhibits are duplicates.)
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This unit was especially for prison officers
who would have their hair cut by a trusted
inmate. As for political inmates, they sat on a
small stool 1n the hallway or in the courtyard
within the building to have their hair cut by
open prison inmates.

“At first, political inmates received their
hair cuts in the open space but later when it
became too crowded and messy, the
location was changed to the courtyard at
the center of the building.”

Political inmate Chen Chin-Sheng
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(The barber unit was restored to 1its

1975-1981  conditions based on the
descriptions of political 1inmate Chen
Chin-Sheng.)

(All the exhibits are duplicates.)
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This unit mainly served the prison officers.
The open prison inmates would carry the
laundry using shoulder poles to the water
troughs by the kitchen for washing. After
washing, the clothes were hung in the open
space under the sun for drying and brought
back to the laundry unit for ironing.

For political inmates, they could only wash
their clothes using the cell toilets. Normally,
they used rags or old towers to stuff the toilet
outlet to keep water for laundry.

(The laundry unit was restored to 1ts

1975-1981 conditions based on the
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descriptions of political 1inmate Chen

Chin-Sheng.)

(All the exhibits are duplicates.)
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Double beds was used for putting and
separating the ironed clothes (top bunk) and
the un-ironed clothes (bottom bunk).
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The open prison inmate with experiences in
carpentry would be tasked for the repairing of
the wooden facilities such as doors and
windows of the prison. Sometimes, he would
also help to make wooden frames for Seashell
Decoration Art Unit. He would even have to

make closets or stools for the prison officers.

The carpentry unit was restored to its 1975-

1981 conditions based on the descriptions of
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political inmate Chen Chin-Sheng and Wu
Jung-Yuan.)

(All the exhibits are duplicates.)
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Built in 1972, the Green Island Reform and Reeducation Prison housed the political
inmates from Taiyuan Prison (Taitung) and the Taiwan Garrison Command Martial Law Section
Detention Center (Jingmei). In order to meet the daily requirements of the political victims and
prison officers, the prison authority designated certain political victims to be open prison

inmates. Ward 1 and ward 2 were altered to their living and working spaces in different periods.

Among these political victims, some of them were in jail for no reason during the White
Terror Period; some were dissidents, arrested on fabricated charges. And some, in fact, were
really involved in protests against the autocratic KMT Government.

It is difficult, however, to know how these political victims from all walks of life managed
to survive and cultivate themselves in jail solely based on the outlook of the prison.

Therefore, the Preparatory Office of the National Human Rights Museum tried their best
to restore the living environment to its original. Visitors could better learn about the daily life of
the political inmates at that time.

9”&*§¢E Open Prison Inmates
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Open prison inmates are those who are trusted to serve their sentences and are not
locked up in cells whole day. There were three types of open prison inmates. The first was
allowed to go outside of the pod to work in the kitchens or at the vegetable garden. They went
back to their cells after sundown.

The second was not allowed to L
leave the pod. They worked
within the building in the
canteen, library, barber unit or
the carpentry workshop. The last
category—the factotums—were
designated to meet the needs of
the inmates in the cells, such as
buying necessities, borrowing
books, asking for hair cutting,

Bl BB % S RE Ba %8k G imLLaE) BB IME R ERE

*E&%'J\E&% Kitchens

KNERURRSEBREEANERE SRS  EFIMFAEENERY - S41F
HRKNERKE - ABREEHEHITEERHENRTR - JEHREREH

B

The kitchens were located between the solitary cells and the prison walls. The open
prison inmates were responsible for the daily meals and boiling water here. The meals prepared
in the larger kitchen were solely for political inmates, while those prepared in the smaller kitchen

were for the prison officers.

% Vegetable Gardens

REMNERASISEZEN - RIMGHERHEAREERERMERX

Located near the prison inner walls, the vegetable gardens were the place where the open

prison inmates grew vegetables.

etc. They acted like the bridge
between the inmates and the
prison authority.

The Restoration Exhibition
mainly displays the similar
working environment of the
second type of open prison
inmates. Both ward 1 and ward 2
once served as open prison pod.
Ward 1 is chosen for the
exhibition as it is more spacious.

ERTERR SRR (MU ) HEEE

Restoration Exhibition of the Open Prison Pod at the Ministry of National Defense Green Island Reform and Reeducation Prison (Oasis Villa)
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IR~ BRI Laundry
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The open prison inmates working at the laundry unit would carry the laundry to the water
troughs by the kitchen to do the washing. Then they would hang the clothes with the racks and

ropes at the open space under the sun for drying. The walls near the solitary cells and kitchens
were built after the 1970s.
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Multimedia Room
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Visitors are welcome to watch the documentary films.
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Daily necessities, such as toothbrushes, soap, biscuits, etc were
available at the canteen. The open prison inmates were responsible for
stocking, registration, bookkeeping, and delivery. Inmates can buy items with
the permission of the prison authority after filling purchase forms.

(FEBRTRREKBEASHEGHLE B  REEF 2O - B 1972F 1981 FRFZIBFIE RN )
(The canteen was restored to its 1972-1981 conditions based on the descriptions by political inmates Chien Chung-Sheng,
Han Tso-Liang and Chen Chin-Sheng.)

(BBAXYRSEAERANEY  FFRTHYE )

(All the exhibits are duplicates.)
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NATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS MUSEUM
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Scales for weighing goods.
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Since metal cans or glassware were not
allowed in the cells, canned-food would be

taken out from the metal or glass containers
and given in plastic containers to the inmates
who bought them.
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Library
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The library collection included literary novels, history books, stories and
books critical of communist theory, etc. Political inmates who wanted to
borrow were required to fill out forms first which would be delivered by the
factotums to the open prison inmates working at the library. The open prison
inmates would locate the books and give them to the factotums to pass to the
inmates. The open prison inmates were also responsible for the maintenance
of the books.

‘It took me more than two months to categorize all the books in the
library. There were thousands of them. | had read all of them! In the library,
there was nothing but a bed, a table and metal shelves with books. | lived in
it.”

Political inmate Chen Chin-Sheng

(FERRERRKBIVAZHERGE S 2 O - BRI1975E181FHRIZEFTEFN )

(The library was restored to its 1975-1981 condition based on the descriptions of political inmate Chen Chin-Sheng.)
(BEAXYRAEAHEXNZNEY  FFETHYE )
(All the exhibits are duplicates.)

a@’%f&ﬁix‘!} up A% | L

NATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS MUSEUM 1 OF
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All of the books, after inspections by the
prison authority, would have the words “fkiM”

or “lH=1E =" stamped.
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The library used to have 7,000 to 10,000
books but were all lost.In order to show the
original outlook of the library, less numbers
of books of the same period were replaced

for the exhibition.
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These seashell decorative handicrafts, made by gluing seashells on the
silk into a certain pattern, can be viewed as special artifact of the political
inmates on the Green Island. The first seashell handicrafts were made at New
Life Correction Center in the 1950’s by those aged and feeble inmates who
were exempted from other hard labors by the authority.

In the 1970’s, the authority of the Oasis Villa set up this Art Unit, where
the open prison inmates were tasked to make the artifacts. Patterns include
tiger, deer, pine trees with cranes, carps, landscape, and etc. The patterns
were decided by the prison officers first.

_ _ AEREREERKEEASREREE « RIEES2 O EE197581986FM 2 BRBZER - )

(The Seashell Decorative Art Unit was restored to its 1975-1986 condition based on the descriptions of the political inmates Chen Shen-Ching
and Chen Chin-Sheng.)
(E%Pﬂt%@%é‘%@%ﬁ'ﬁﬁ%%  IERZEEM& ©)
(All the exhibits are duplicates.)
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Eggshell Paintings
Before painting the eggshells, the inmates had
to clean the eggs inside out and smoothened
the surfaces of the eggs. Then they painted on
the eggs with watercolor pigments. At Jingmei

Detention Center, the eggshell paintings were
produced officially at the handicraft workshop,
while those in the Oasis Villa were made by the
political inmates in private.
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Waste cotton from quilts was used as base

material for the seashell art.
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Rissoidae mini shell (Margineellidae)

About 5 mms in length, were the most
commonly used materials at that time, mainly

for figures, bird necks and bellies, and animal
bodies.
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Grass Hat (Cellana toreuma)
About 6 mms in length, mainly used for pine

trunks, tree burls, bamboo hats, and rock
walls.
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Thick Spines of Black Long-Spined Sea Urchin
(Diadema setosum)

Also called “Demon Urchin” in Mandarin

(EEFRIFE), their thick spines were used for
crane legs and beaks, bamboo poles,
buildings, and etc.
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Seashell art donated by the family of political

victim Lin Yueh-sheng.
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Clothes of prison officers and political inmates were mended here.

(FERTERREBEASHERIES 2 BR19752 1981 FRZEHNZESRN - )

(The sewing unit was restored to its 1975-1981 condition based on the descriptions of the political inmate Chen Chin-Sheng.)

(BBAXYEREAERSNEY  FFRTHEIE )
(All the exhibits are duplicates.)
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This unit was especially for prison officers who would have their hair cut
by a trusted inmate. As for political inmates, they sat on a small stool in the
hallway or in the courtyard within the building to have their hair cut by open

prison inmates.

“At first, political inmates received their hair cuts in the open space but
later when it became too crowded and messy, the location was changed to the

courtyard at the center of the building.”
Political inmate Chen Chin-Sheng

(FERRERRKIBEUARHERIE S O - BR197521981 Fh ZIREERR < )
(The barber unit was restored to its 1975-1981 conditions based on the descriptions of political inmate Chen Chin-Sheng.)

(BEANMESEEERANEY)  ERZEME )
(All the exhibits are duplicates. )
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Laundry unit
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This unit mainly served the prison officers. The open prison inmates
would carry the laundry using shoulder poles to the water troughs by the
kitchen for washing. After washing, the clothes were hung in the open space
under the sun for drying and brought back to the laundry unit for ironing.

For political inmates, they could only wash their clothes using the cell
toilets. Normally, they used rags or old towers to stuff the toilet outlet to keep
water for laundry.

_  AERREE AR BASHERES Y O - R 197551981 A2 ARIER - )

(The laundry unit was restored to its 1975-1981 conditions based on the descriptions of political inmate Chen Chin-Sheng.)
(BBAXYEREAERANEY)  FFRTHEIE )

(All the exhibits are duplicates.)
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Double beds was used for putting and
separating the ironed clothes (top bunk) and

the un-ironed clothes (bottom bunk).
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Carpentry unit
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The open prison inmate with experiences in carpentry would be tasked
for the repairing of the wooden facilities such as doors and windows of the
prison. Sometimes, he would also help to make wooden frames for Seashell
Decoration Art Unit. He would even have to make closets or stools for the
prison officers.

(AERTEEREKBEATHERS T BREZE 2O > BFRI195E181FRHZATER
(The carpentry unit was restored to its 1975-1981 conditions based on the descriptions of political inmate Chen Chin-Sheng and Wu Jung- Yuan )

(BEAXMESEBEXNSNEY) RS -
(All the exhibits are duplicates. )
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