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In the wave of repression beginning February 28, 1947, thousands
of Taiwanese people were killed or disappeared without any legal
process. According to the Executive Yuan's investigation of the 228
Massacre, between 10,000 and 20,000 people lost their lives in state
violence. Then the White Terror began in 1949. Tens of thousands were
arrested as communist spies or dissidents, and more than a thousand
executed. Taiwan under martial law was frozen in a silence of fear. Few
dared to speak up for the arrested political victims, or to show concern
for their families.

Only in the 1960's were political organizations like the Taiwan Youth
Society founded among Taiwanese abroad, in Japan, and its publication
"Taiwan Youth" began to expose these abuses and thus work to aid
political prisoners. Under the Cold War atmosphere of the times, the
Western world led by the United States propped up dictatorial regimes
in the Asian region. But even with this background of propaganda, many
international visitors to Taiwan personally witnessed and realized the
draconian reality implemented under the myth of "Free China" : complete
repression of democracy and freedom. One by one, international human
rights workers, holding their deep beliefs in human dignity and often with
the anti-war fervor ignited by experience of the Vietnam War, joined in
the ranks of those dedicated to helping Taiwan political prisoners. They
built bridges between overseas Taiwanese organizations and human
rights groups, until the scattered efforts at rescue coalesced into cross-
national networks, throwing a lifeline to political prisoners in the depths
of despair.

From the flurry of letters that carried news of political persecution,
to Christian ministers who helped disguise dissidents so they could
escape the country, to wives who crisscrossed America for the sake of
their imprisoned husbands, to the news correspondents who accurately
portrayed the conditions of political prisoners ... these were activists who
came from many walks of life. They risked cancellation of their visas,
deportation, arrest and imprisonment, blacklisting, and other heavy
punishments for their actions. In that dark era, they passed the torch
to keep the flame of hope for democracy alive; they broke through the




lie that "The Republic of China has no political prisoners." They ignited
concern in international society for the problem of human rights violations
in Taiwan.

This exhibition will proceed by chronological order, introducing the
major political prisoner cases in Taiwan from 1960 to the repeal of the
national security laws in 1992, as well as those groups and individuals
that participated in activities to aid them. We can sense the influence
they were able to exert through their intelligence and courage. Listening
to this difficult history of pursuing democracy and human rights, we may
realize how their blood and tears were able to achieve the democratic
freedoms that Taiwan enjoys today. Although Taiwan today no longer
has political prisoners, there are still a few Taiwanese unreasonably
imprisoned abroad, and we must call on international society for
help. Furthermore, observing the crises of democracy currently faced
throughout the world, we may hope that the example of the history of
"Free Taiwan" can allow for this flame of hope to be passed on, lighting
the path of those in other countries who search for democracy. Our
precious human rights are universal and borderless.
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A Glimmer of Hope Against All Odds
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On May 20, 1949, martial law was imposed across Taiwan. The 38-year
authoritarian rule turned this island into a veritable prison of thought
control. The political prisoner rescue efforts started in the 1960s. At the
beginning, those concerned for the prisoners mostly relied on individual
connections and scarce resources to raise international awareness in
the hope of winning a fighting chance when odds were stacked against
political dissidents.
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SU Tung- ch1

Su Tung=chi's awest was one of a large num-
ber made in Taiwan in 1961 as a result of the
Lei Chen affair. Lei Chen is a well-known main-
Tand Chinese Tiving in Taiwan who, sesking to
reforn and 1iberalise the political atmosphere
there, tried to form a new opposition in Taiwan.
In March 195!, elections were held in Taiwan
and, as predicted, the Kationalist Party won an
overwhelming victory.

B3 Gl Tt wli1x o Tiousra fousi
“Society for the Discussion of Better Elect-
{ons® which publicly criticised the government.
After a brief ull, Lei and three of his col-
Teagues were arrested. Lei was sentenced to 10
years' imprisonment and the others to lesser
terms. Soon afterwards & number of public fig-
ures, who were probably seen by the government
as potential opposition leaders, were detained.
One of these was a young Taiwanese named Su
Tung-chi who had come forward to sign a peti-
tion seeking clemency for Lei.

Su was from a well-known family in the
Yun-lin discrict of Teiwan, a graduate of
Meiji University in Japan and a very popu-
lar leader in his home area. He had held
several appointive posts and had been elec—
ted repeatedly to local govermment office
despite apperent Nationalist opposition.

In Septemder 1951 Su's home was raided by se-
curity officers and both he and his wife were
arrested, although she was eventually released.
Su was found guilty by a military court of ha-
ving twice plotted rebellion and was sentenced
o death. This was commuted subsequently to
1ife imprisorment. There is, however, no evi-
dence to suggest that these charges have any
foundation, and it is believed that Su was sen-
tenced merely for his criticism of Lei's impri-
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ing CERR B Chiang
Kai-shek, President of the Republic of China,
President's Office, Taipe!, Taiwan; and to:
Chizng Ching-kua, Prine Minister of the Repub-
Tic of China, Executive Yuan, Taipei, Taiwan.
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Mrs. Ulla Olsea
Helafeltegatan 15
8-25240 Helsingborg
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Dear Bir,

I am writing to you as & member of Amnesty Internationsl,
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is nonproductive; it just lies there,
fallow, with groundhogs and mice and
tent caterpillars freeloading on the
taxpayer. Either some farmer should
scratch it twice & year for a crop of

r-writer

is in a Taiwan pris m.
L
Mr. Wei and [ were arrested an Feb.
23, 1971. The secret polica burglarized
my room and put some anti-Chiang
pamphlets into my packages as evi-
dence to accuse us.
Since then, the bloody monsters—the
Tnvestigation Bureau and the Police

| Bureau, began the ritual blood sacri-
| fice. They attacked me and kept the

sleepless from Feb. 23 to March 2,
and from March & to March 13. Hys-
terically they screamed and howled
They accused me of a considerable
amount of anti-Chiang activities, in-
cluding the bombing of the American
Commercial Bank in Taipei, and forced
me to explain them. I was dumlounded
at the activities of which 1 never
heard. They handcuffed my hands on

| my back, knocked at my ears, kicked

my stomach and beat my ribs fiercely,
A jet of brown vomit flew from my
mouth. 1 felt a piercing pain.én my

outlet. It 1S (00 SMAN TOF & TeILpONe
kiosk, stick a billboard on it with
some useful information about choco-
late candy.

We seem to look upon our commu-

00Q TOF DUSINESS 18 good Tor all, We
have in recent years revolutionized the
concept of community life that has
existed since antiquity. Town squares
md pmu with bem:hea fountains and

From a Tajwan Prison

chest, and was. unable ta wralk for a
eck.

A few days aftsr my arrest, they
started a wave of terror. Others were
arrested. The bloody monsters took
their words as an excuse to torture
me again. They twisted my arms until
the bremking points, 1 coughed up
blood and fasted for two weeks. They
called a doetor to inject me and kept
up their round of questions. They let
me hear the moan of my friends from
brutal punishment.

T had to take a lenient attitude
toward their insane torture by promis-
ing to accept the charge of some anti-
Chiang activities, including the false
charge of the bombing at the Amerl.
can Commercial Bank in TII]DGi. and
to admit that Mr, Lee Ao, a very bril-
liant scholar and the most popular
writer in Taiwan, was a commissioner
of the Formosan Independent Move-
ment. (In fact, 1 never knew anything
about commissioners).

Mr. Lee Ao was acrested four weeks _
flater, He wrote twenty hooks, but nine-

teen of them were not publisted in
Taiwan. He ventured to raise words of

skepticism about the totalitarian sys-
tem _here.

Later, not much later, Mr. Lin Sun-yi
and Mr. Tsen Sheng-fel were impiis-
oned. They wers ‘graduate students of
the Chinese Cultural College, They
were accused of mailing some greeting
cards in Prof. Ming-Min Peng’s [of the
University of Michigah] name last
Christmas.

Mr. Chen Pin-hang, a journalist-and
relative of Prof. ‘Peng, -was arrested
after visiting Prof. Peng's sister. and
‘brother, and was forced to give them
some information about Prof. Peng's
family.

Mr, Hong Wuy-shiung, a policeman
in the Security Dept., -is accused for
sending me some materials about the
way the Police Bureau harassed me.
after Prof, Peng's leaving. (The Secu-
rity Dept. denied in the District Court
that they harassed me when I 'ac-
cused them).

1 am not sufe how many people are

pany on ume iy jUNEicy, UKIE
us on to paradise at three for 89,
Sunday afternoon in the mall is big
time, One would suspect from the
cmwds that the stores opmed only

arrested or harassed in this case. The
secret police mentioned many names
whom I never heard, Hong Chau-nan,
a graduate of the Taiwan University,
is accused for attempting to smuggle
me out of this intolerable existence. It
is a false tale. I didn't know this man.
‘We have been wmprisoned in the
headquarters of the secret police since
we were arrested. They took out all
the monéy I have. They let me re-
cuperate in the last few months, but
the wisiting is prohibited. We are con-
fined separately in solitary, a sound-
it tele

here is no win
or picture in the room. We are ]
permitted to walk about under ti

sunshine, We are unable to do any-
thing without heing watched by
guards. I consider it is my mors
to take the matter (o you and let it not
be buried in the dark room as the
ather cdses did. At least it will bring
me peace of mind.
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The 1970s saw international human rights groups gaining recognition,
sharing their resources and escalating efforts for the rescue operations
of Taiwanese political prisoners. As people in Taiwan managed to break
through barriers and get information and lists of Taiwanese political
prisoners out of the island, a network for rescue operations abroad
gradually took shape. Religious organizations such as the Presbyterian
Church of Taiwan and individual priests of the Catholic Church as well
as human rights groups aboard helped Taiwanese political prisoners
to escape from persecution. They also collected information for
publication overseas, so that the world would gradually learn about
what was going on in Taiwan.
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Taiwanese Seeks
Asylgp% in Oég{inawa

NAHX" (Kybdo) '—J:Qne of
three Taiwanese under arrest in
Okinawa Prefecture since July
26 on charges of lllegally en-
tering Japan is a political
dissident and is seeking
political asylum In Japaa,

Japanese representatives of
Amnesty International started
a campaign to “save” Chen
Ming-tsal, 44, an electric ap-
Ppliances dealer of Kaohsiung.

According to a represen-
tative, Chen joined in a
movement seeking the
liberation of Talwan from rule
by Chinese last December.
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Taiwanese Seeks
Asylum in O&jkinawa

NAHA (Kyodo) - One of
three Taiwanese under arrest in
Okinawa Prefecture since July
26 on charges of illegally en-
tering Japan is a political .
dissident and is seeking
political asylum in Japan.

Japanese representatives of
Amnesty International started
a campaign lo ‘‘save’” Chen
Ming-tsal. 44. an electric ap-
pliances dealer of Kaohsiung.

According to a represen-
tative, Chen joined in a
movement seeking the
liberation of Taiwan from rule
by Chinese last December.
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The Great Surge of Rescue Efforts
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By the end of the 1970s, the government was no longer able to
suppress the call for democracy and the criticism of the KMT's one-
party dictatorship, this call was focused by the opposition. In August
1979, Formosa Magazine was founded, publishing its monthly magazine
alongside the mass movement it mobilized. This led to the birth of a
political party without a party name. The Formosa group sustained the
KMT's escalating persecution through 1979. The ensuing Kaohsiung
(aka Meilidao) Incident and the February 28, 1980 murders at the
residence of Lin Yi-Hsiung shocked the society. In response to this,
rescue operations at home and aboard peaked.
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14 janvier 1983,

Monsieur SU

s
Dirccteur du Ceutre Culturel Sun-
Rue de la Lei 2
1000 - BRUX

L-Sen,

Ot oA N e

o

5

Le Recteur

Cher Monsieur,

C'est avee Ctonnement que nous avons appris
qu'un ancien €tudiant de motre Universitd Honsieur Lu Hsiu ¥, actuel-
lement profe la Chinese Cultural University, venait d'étre
arrété et ine 11 aurait &té accusé de mener des actions
subversives.

Nous nous rappelons que pendant ses &tudes
& 1'Université Catholique de Louvain, Monsicur Lu s'est toujours
conduit en étudiant exemplaire.

Yourric
on et nous infe

-vous nous renseigner sur la raison

r de 1'évolution de sa situation?

de son arrest

Nous espérons que vous veillerez personnelle-
ment A ce que Monsieur Lu n'ait 3 subir aucun s€vicespendant son
internenent et que la sécurité de sa familie seil préservée, Hous
espérons & on cas scra jugd sercinement dans le respect
des droit de la défense.

En cspérant une réponse rapide de votre

part, je vous prie d'agréer, cher Monsieur, l'expressien de mes
sentiments trés distingués.

e

Mgl Ed. Massaux,
Recteur.
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Local Allies Thrived

EEBERE  BAXBAEXNE  KKEERNMOARKESHRENS
WEEHEM > FMEFEISEREIEL  CBESNEEAEREG - BHESR
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After the Formosa Incident, the support for the anti-KMT opposition
gathered huge momentum. The local human rights rescue
operations gradually cultivated awareness and strength, in
addition to directly assisting political prisoners in the country, and
in turn garnered support from overseas human rights groups. Also
the blacklisted dissidents abroad returned to Taiwan one by one,
further reinforcing the existing rescue efforts.
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Local and International Helpers
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We give our utmost respect to those individuals and organizations
involved in the rescue operations of Taiwanese political prisoners.
After revisiting the experiences and deeds of local and international
helpers, we are deeply grateful for these efforts and inspired. Now the
authoritarian rule has become the past and democracy and freedom our
present, we can also become activists, joining the ranks of transnational
helpers in various ways.
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After 1992, Taiwan has step-by-step become a democratic country
under the rule of law, and public awareness of human rights as a principle
has also increased over time. In the past, Taiwan was at the receiving end
of the rescue operations launched by overseas human rights activists.
Now, Taiwan is capable of becoming a champion for international human
rights. The advent of the information society saw the transformation of
approaches to human rights rescue operations. Internet technology has
empowered public opinion and accelerated momentum for advocacy work.
In recent years, many Taiwanese citizens have been actively involved in
human rights campaigns in response to affairs at home and abroad, such
as supporting the movement against the National Security Law in Hong
Kong, women's rights, sexual minorities, Syrian refugees, or showing
solidarity with human right advocate Lee Ming-che imprisoned in China,
victims of RCA occupational injury class-action lawsuit, and the wrongfully
convicted death row prisoner Cheng, Hsing-Tse. We are already seeing all
kinds of efforts supporting human rights causes blossoming in Taiwan and
every one of us can become a contributing member of the movement.
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FTREA A RER - EXEENCEHBN TEELE] BIK - XNE
BENAEZENSE  KEBA TBATE) » BERBHN A ELEF
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AERBEBARMAER 1950 FKEFLFTAEERER  IRBANR «—18
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RERE BERtHARKRERE - 2 BESRSBELEXZEAERER [
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| EEEEERN > TASKBEXEREBRREERNNESTE
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2 BEREREHANBERROSENER  tHBEARTRENE
BEEEH R -

SEZEARERELBNEEY REHEH L tMEREERY
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08 (Lynn Miles) 2 1970 EREIERIBRE TENBERASR
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Bl AZENEE - w5 (Robert "Rick” Ricketts) » A& HEHEHE
FEBERIB AR TERPE] BEBAERRTY) o £ HEHRE
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M—ELRBATEFEAFEMMA - BRI =5 FHFHEEEE -




ot # O RERE RS (David Boggett) FEIBRAEMHAL
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RREH - EBEHRT - R ERFFFHIMENBE R - KB
HIBZINHAR - SHUEREENERAEE  ERHR—RREAXZE
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01 Lynn Alan Miles iA1=t USA
02 DavidJohnBoggett - UK
03 Robert'Rick” Ricketts - L USA
04 KarenSmith - L USA
05  CarolePelletier - L USA
06 Stephamie "Teddy” Rothman - L USA
07 Ronald Susumu Fujyoshi B L USA
08  Eanelipton - 1 USA
09 TeryGallagher - L USA
10 DennisEngbarth px -t S| USA
11 DensWong g UK
12 RichadC.Kagan mEs USA

13 Leonard Weinstein - USA
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14 Linda Gail Arrigo S HhEE USA
15 Kennmeth Kiimnik - usa
16 Rebecca'Becky’ Cantwell - usa
17 Rosemary Haddon 7 usa
- ?87 - ka;hlge; Re;r;yi I 7ana7d;, l\Te& Z;aTar;j
19 HelenRChauncey - Canada
20  DeborahS.Davison - usa
21 BettineBirge wem usa
22 PemySimpson - usa
23 HerbertThomas - Canada
24 Monica 'Nicki" Groghan - usa
25 KevinBumor - usa
26 NelieG. Amondson  XHES#E  USA
27 Christine Vertucsi - usa
28 JamesDecker - usa
- 597 - \7/a[auiriei C;a;vfgrg 777777 7[‘% %%%’E 77777 JS,& -
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1977 FIREF R TAZEHMAY] (persona non grata) #HEREH R
BRMRFEAILRE <HFEAETY (Newsweek) X » TERTLELEE -
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30 William Armbruster - USA
31 DrkBenmett ang Usa
32 Melndali LW (2EE)  USA
33 Edthlederer  hEH - RE®  USA
34 JohnKaplan - UsA
3 ThaChou %A Taiwan-born
36 Lawrence "Lary’ Meacham - Usa

37 J. Bruce Jacobs RiE / KEF  USA, Australia
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1% o EERMR (John Rao) 2015 £ ¥ Asia News #gitt : T =& >
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A HBERERF —ERERE - BoMRXGELEER W HE LB -
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ErREERIHEHANEEER BERBETSERE (St
Columban - JEBEZ M) ~ IBFRFESE (Maryknoll » ZERREALIM)
MZNE AR THEEABEE (Jesuit) &+ 2 BEMNG - EINR
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B BERBEGVEHENE HAOBANREHRE, £2E  AFEHIZ MR
ML AREITHEZR - 1971 £ REAYFE AR ME A &5 R HR

(José Ellacuria) #fE=4tAlE T4 TRIEMEE ] » iR BERMAER

(Ignacio) W2 B » £ 1948 FHE R EIRFERELZ » BH 1989
FHEBFERN TBR/NE] BE > HERBERFHREMAEE o
B TheE NEHABERSE) NIER &S 19602F IREMEZRE
ARAEHE] BN REIUAMPRERNESIEEETFIAR - B
ABTEEBERIBMBEEE > WBEEMRX (Ronald Boccieri) &4
YAEEHEEERES  LUHEHOAFERERE -
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38 H.Daniel & Joyce Beeby of IR K 1% UK
39 DonaldJ.Wilson X84 ®EE  USA
40 MioThombery mE® USA
41 JudithThomas mEGE USA
42 Mark&VignaTheln  MEBTAERRKE  USA
43 Rowland & JudyVanEs Rtk USA
44 David G. & Elizabeth Gelzer ~ ®AMx#E  USA
45 WendellKarsen s USA
46 ElizabethBrown amE UK
- 277 - Jar;e; 6oﬁiginoin 777777777 _:Eiléﬁi - IJSiAi -
48 Ronald Boccleri SMEE 0 USA
40 MBorsai  ®ER USA

50 Michael J. Fonte BE USA
51 Nadine Tierney mZz®E ~ USA
52 EdwardT."Ned"kKely - reland
53 NelMagil BRE reland
54 José Ellacufla H&®  Span

55 Willi Béehi H&EE Switzerland
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IENBBRERARTL - AEERBHBAARBUAER - HFERKE
R - £ 1960 FRMBBDRATEL - BERERAERE 1977 FHME
HEBMEE EMBEEERYT  c MBAEKZH > SEBRFZRSENK
A MABRAEREIRBXAERFER (CIA) WFE - mMEPHE
EEMNBRERN ERZEENE B BR > UEXSHmEBREE
HH - k4% (Jimmy Carter) 1977 & 1981 £ BELIHIR » THEK
FAENTERE L B BIFRAZE - P ENRBARNBREE 58S
&R - FEHER > BBFMES THNERTEHEE  BRERFNE
FES 1977 = 1979 FRR T ESHHIBKERF > TE LLIFEERD -

1980 F 1 B BB MARFAEATSERERNS > EREFS BA
MERTHEBRENHASHRE T8 BFEFSRESRLIER —HEE
BRAERAEARL > B AEEE (International League for Human
Rights) B&E 1979 FEREZER IO BB ; AEHE (Human
Rights Internet) ByZE#E AIZEE (Laurie Wiseberg) #1979 F 11 B
RE BERET—HRERS RN PERBBUFERITEH REERE
FIENZES ERBERERFEARELZGRE  FALETFARESEEHE
B BR LA EETEETIRNBUFES -

%2 H X Bl 2 &

56 James Seymour AEE USA
57 JackHasegawa - USA
58 Frangoise Vandale - -
59 KlausWalter HEHH  Germany
60  Renate Mueller-Wollermann - Germany

61 Laurie Wiseberg #EF - RER Canada
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62  Lau Chin-shek 2+a HK
63 NgiYaziin EZP;ioL’[?)r;g 7777777 = Eaiﬁi  Tawan
64 IT/\guicghienig-thni . E#E¥F Tawan
65 ltoMidori 3 PEE Japan,Taiwan
66  Minagawa W )l4BE  Japan
67  LlnGChing-Ming  4k&B  Tawan
68  OriZenkei KEEE  Japan
69 KouNishizaki g2 Japan
70 Nishikura Kazuyoshi mE—E  Japan
71 OkawaShiro ANIPEES  Japan
72 WataridaMasahro WHIEZ  Japan
73 MyakeKyoko =E=EF . Japan
74  ChangYao-nan 3 BEE  Tawan
75  LienKenten i EIgE  Tawen
76 SayamaShigeru  fmliE . Japan
77 OshimaKoichi ABZ—  Japan
78 TeukaTosho FiRE+E Japan
- ;97 - Eir;OJe }aga;ogu 77777777 %Eﬁéé - iJaip;ni -
80  KobayashiMasarari INKER  Japan
81 MunakataTakayuki SEBEE  Japan
82 OnoMasao AHESR ~ Japan
83 Kiikoshi Hiromichi WAE  Japan

84 Kawakubo Kimio NARA R Japan
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hERBENBEFBAFETRE  FHEERIEAENIE  ULEE
AEEHE-BEEFAR  RERNTHETZENEEEEL  AdR
REAT  AETHEHREREAKRE RMEBRAGHHAER - 1978
F1 R £FHE 2RENNER ) EFEAML - BERCERLEFH
BARBNZFE (Victor Li) FREFFEEFHEB/INNNRERQE - 8
RETEATREBITENAEAEN  EEEEEEFENTHB T
Mo B EZRMERBUEEHA -

PRt 5% - —ENERNENBENERAREZERS - BEMPIAER
EHMBITRIMBTMEN  AN—LEERBHNTE - EEEENE
MAGEEEEHEITHFERI BN ALRENAER - £E—F 2R
BEZENRHEHTEMX  EREEEGTREIZ  BUTAM2
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CERBHER UREESHPEAEINZERTES - SLBIHEEA
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6 B #5 P fE B - PH 1 R BB B9 B8 -

1979 12 R 10 B » RKIREHBETEHHER » B [SEFEHF) (B
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BEAYAREDERHE  REERF 47 aEEERZYSERESR
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FIREFHEIABS T ~ R fb M= MERIE - BUURHI—RM & EEMM
AP EEF L X ERR - EERANBREAMBIRER LRI
BNKREEE  FARAFAREEARERE -

ABE-R¥BEFAUMANELERPEESSHE  LHER
1979 F 12 A 1S HEWEEE - A8 > XHELH S LIEF T Nicki
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EREFETEHE - MAEARE (Human Rights Internet) gI1EHT &
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EHHZA  XMEETBRTEMEE A ALENBEEHES
RIS - A XHERR 1980 F 1 B 1 HHFIM «<E+FR> AR
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