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The Convention on the Rights of the Child (abbreviated as the CRC) was
promulgated on November 20, 1989. The Convention was incorporated into the
domestic law of Taiwan through the Implementation Act of the Convention on the
Rights of the Child.

After thirty years of its promulgation, the public in Taiwan remains unfamiliar with
the Convention, which safeguards the best interests of the child. Therefore, the
National Human Rights Museum hosts a special exhibition “I Am a Child! | Have
Rights!” to promote human rights education and to raise the awareness that
children are not only objects to be protected but also subjects to exercise their
rights.

During the White Terror Era (1949-1987) in Taiwan, countless students below the
age of 18 fell victims to human rights abuses, and children were not exempted
under the authoritarian regime. It is hoped that visitors to the exhibition will learn
more about Taiwan’s history of human rights, the contents and core values of the
Convention, and the universal value of human rights in the historic setting of the
museum.
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About The Convention on the Rights of the Child

The Convention, an international covenant for children's rights, guarantees the
basic human rights of the child. Even though children under the age of 18 need
adult assistance, they should not be treated as property of parents or states,
but sometimes as the wards under protection and sometimes as the subjects of
rights, based on their age and maturity.

The present Convention includes fifty-four articles and three optional protocols,
with an emphasis on the fact that children are not only objects to be protected
but also subjects to exercise their rights. To ensure the implementation of the
articles, the Convention identifies four general principles: nondiscrimination,
the best interests of the child, the right to life, survival and development, and
the right to express their views to be taken into consideration.

The Convention promises to children that adults will do their utmost to ensure
they enjoy the four basic rights: the right to survival, the right to development,
the right to protection, and the right to participation. A total of 196 countries
have ratified the Convention since its promulgation, making it the most signed
international agreement.

The Convention on the Rights of the Child
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e, in Taiwan
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The Implementation Act of the
Convention on the Rights of the
Child came into force in Taiwan on
20 November 2014 to celebrate the
Universal Children's Day and to
improve children's rights in Taiwan.
The initial state report was submitted
to the United Nations in 2016 in
accordance with the Convention.

The Review Committee produced
98 concluding recommendations
indicating the room for improvement,
such as the lack of a dedicated
division, the insufficient fulfillment of
the right to be heard and the right to
privacy, and the existence of violence
against children (in particular
related to corporal punishment). The
recommendations of the Committee
will be adopted by the government
to remedy the shortcomings and
to demonstrate Taiwan's efforts
and determination to implement
children's rights.

4 75 # The Right to Survival
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Every child has the right to an
adequate standard of living,
including adequate food, clean
drinking water and basic medical
services.

2% R ¥ The Right to Development
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Every child has the right to basic
education, rest, recreation,
participation in cultural activities and
understanding of their own rights.
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Every child has the right to protection of family, society and state against any
forms of abuse and neglect and any harm from drugs. All feasible measures
shall be taken to ensure protection of children who are affected by an armed

conflict orinvolved in legal proceedings.

The Convention on the Rights of the Child
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2 B1## The Right to Participation
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Every child has the right to express
opinions and the right to participate
in family, social and cultural life.
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The Convention on the Rights of the Child
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Janusz Korczak: The Father of
Children’s Rights

Who was Janusz Korcza?

Janusz Korczak (1878-1942),
a Jewish doctor, writer, and creative
educator, was born in Warsaw,
Poland.

Since childhood, he had hoped to
create a better world for children and
dedicated his whole life to children’s
rights, which earned him the title “The
Father of Children’s Rights.”
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Janusz Korczak: The Father of Children's Rights
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Janusz Korczak: The Father of Children's Rights
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According to the Convention, states parties shall take all appropriate measures
to ensure that the child is protected against all forms of discrimination or
punishment on the basis of the status or beliefs of the child's parents or family
members. However, violations against children's rights were common in Taiwan
during the White Terror Era, whose victims included adolescents. Children of the
political victims grew up in broken families and suffered unfair treatments since
childhood, living in discrimination, verbal abuse, surveillance and persecution for
a long time.

A Childhood of Persecution
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The Convention emphasizes the positive
role of children in society and believes
that children must have sufficient
opportunities to make suggestions and
responses to children-related and social
issues. Moreover, children are allowed
to employ their own methods to change
the world.

Many children in and outside Taiwan
have changed their situations or
proposed social initiatives through their
own powers and from their viewpoints.
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Human rights are the birthright of everyone, including children. Their
particular needs resulting from growth should be protected and valued. As an
independent individual, they have the right to pass comments and opinions on
children-related issues.

The best interests of the child shall be your primary consideration!
Children's rights are the inherent human rights of children, who should be
educated on the rights from an early age in order to grow up happily into

a mature adult. Moreover, adults should understand and implement children's
rights to build an equal and human rights respecting society with children.
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