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The National Human Rights Museum is the first museum
in Asia to be set within historical sites associated with
human rights abuses in a way that powerfully brings to life
the history of human rights violations during Taiwan’s
martial law period. It stands as a memorial site that
commemorates the development of human rights in Taiwan,
and serves as a venue where the nation can confront its
history of human rights abuses. The museum's jurisdiction
encompasses Jingmei White Terror Memorial Park, Green
Island White Terror Memorial Park, and the AnKang
Reception House.

The Human Rights Museum preserves the poignant
memories of Taiwan’s many political victims and promotes
the conservation, archival research, exhibits, educational
outreach, and international network of artifacts dating from
the martial law period. It also aids in the promotion of
historical sites of injustice, and supports organizations that
are dedicated to tackling contemporary human rights issues
and realizing human rights principles. Through these
endeavors, the museum showcases Taiwan's commitment
to the universal values of democracy, freedom, and justice.

1
i
>
P
>
&
C
—
&




H 2 i
i?é;i*;. ‘ms-Eglﬁii

Jingmei White Terror
Memorial Park
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Located in Xindian District, New Taipei City, Jingmei White Terror Memorial Park
served as a site for the detention, prosecution, trial, and execution of political
prisoners during the martial law period. In 1967, the Military Law Bureau of the
Taiwan Garrison Command and the Military Law section of the Ministry of National
Defense were relocated to the park, and this continued to be the case until the
dissolution of the Taiwan Garrison Command in 1992.

Within the park, spaces such as the Military Court, where political victims were
tried, and the Ren-Ai Detention Center, where they were held, are preserved.The
park also includes the site of a significant moment in the process of Taiwan's
democratization, the First Court, where the military trial of the Kaohsiung Eight
was held after the Formosa Incident. Another area within the park, known as the
"Special Quarters for Wang Hsi-Ling," marks the space where the director of the
Military Intelligence Bureau Wang Hsi-ling was held after being sentenced to life
imprisonment in connection with the Jiangnan Case.
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Green Island
White Terror Memorial Park
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Located on the northeastern corner of Green Island, Green Island White Terror
Memorial Park contains the so-called New Life Correction Center and the
Ministry of National Defense-run Green Island Correctional Prison (sometimes
given the moniker "Oasis Villa"). This haunting memorial was the site of major
human rights violations. The New Life Correction Center was established in 1951
and housed thousands of political prisoners who were subjected to hard labor
and ideological reform. It was Taiwan’s largest concentration camp for political
prisoners in the 1950s and 1960s. As a result of the Taiyuan Incident of 1970, the
Ministry of National Defense constructed Green Island Correctional Prison, a
typical high-security closed prison with high walls, where political prisoners were
incarcerated from 1972 onwards.

In addition to the actual prisons that held political prisoners, the park also
contains the Human Rights Memorial Park and the 13th Squadron Cemetery,
where victims of accidental death were buried.
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The AnKang Reception House
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Located in Xindian District, New Taipei City, the AnKang Reception House was
officially established in 1974. It was the primary center for the investigation of major
political cases by the Ministry of Justice’s Investigation Bureau during the 1970s
and 1980s, and its relatively recent date makes it the most well-preserved space
associated with the White Terror period. Individuals subjected to investigation in this
space endured severe human rights violations including surveillance, confinement,
exhaustive interrogations.

The complex consists of four buildings with interconnecting passages that follow
the undulating terrain: the "Work Area" (interrogation rooms, meeting spaces, and
offices), the "Rest Area" (detention cells), the "Living Area," and the "Dormitory
Area." The space was intentionally designed to blur the perception of time and
space for detainees, further adding to the psychological strain they endured.
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Political Archives
Research
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During the martial law period, the state perpetrated
violent human rights abuses that led to the loss of untold
numbers of lives. With the support of groups representing
political victims, the academic community, and others,
the Human Rights Museum collaborates with domestic
and international human rights organizations, museums, L \, i1 /1’
and the political victims themselves to research archival | | | '
records and historical materials in order to better ‘ ’ " / / "/
understand the structure of authoritarian rule, uncover | ! !
evidence of human rights violations, and continue \ |

moving forward in the pursuit of historical truth. J -J i\ \ j/

Hill 4}

The result of these efforts has been to transform
historical wounds into a reflective mirror through
which we can engage in a dialogue with the past while
simultaneously looking forward to a brighter future.
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Oral History
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One goal of the Human Rights Museum is to transform the
painful memories recorded in dry words and statistics in
documents and files into tangible, sensory experiences.
By recording oral histories, the museum brings the stories
of political victims to life, giving the reader a firsthand
connection with these testimonies. These stories vividly
portray the impact of the state-sponsored violence on
human rights. The fact that the victims and their families
have narrated their own stories lends them an acute
emotional resonance, deconstructs the interpretation of
history that was given during the martial law period, and
fills in the gaps in the official history of the White Terror.
This approach has resulted in the creation of a collective
memory for Taiwan, one in which the nation’s history of
suffering has been transformed into collective memories.
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Human Rights
Artifacts
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Due to the prolonged periods of confinement endured
by victims and their complete isolation from the rest
of society, few artifacts from their lives at the time
remain. These artifacts have endured adversity,
making them all the more precious. Each item carries
the scars of history and tells of unique experiences
during the victims’ incarceration and their life stories
after their release. Unlike a typical museum or art
gallery that is focused on antiquity or artistic value,
the artifacts donated by the victims provide evidence
of human rights violations and serve to preserve the
memory of the era for contemporary society.

By collecting and preserving these human rights
artifacts, the Human Rights Museum makes con-
nections between a diverse range of life experiences
and constructs a historical narrative told from the
perspective of ordinary individuals.
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Exhibits
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As Taiwan gradually strides towards democra-
cy amidst the currents of time, the river of
history holds countless memories that
intimately link the past with the present. As
we find ourselves within this flow, how should
we look back at the scars of history, respond
to the present, envision the future? The
Human Rights Museum, which meticulously
preserves the spaces associated with the
martial law period — from interrogation and
detention rooms to military courtrooms and
imprisoning chambers — invites Taiwanese
society to immerse itself in these historical
settings through the museum’s exhibits. It
beckons the younger generations to explore
and bear witness to the island’s history of
suffering.

The museum also organizes exhibitions
on contemporary human rights issues to
encourage the contemplation of human
rights principles and their application in
practice.
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Image: Exhibition at Jingmei White
Terror Memorial Park.
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Image: Path of Death exhibition" at Green Island

' 1 Whole Site Miniature Exhibition Room.
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Human Rights
Education
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The Human Rights Museum serves not only
as a field for remembering and reflecting on
history but also actively works to acquire a
wealth of educational resources to promote
human rights education and cultural accessi-
bility. To transform negative historical experi-
ences into positive educational resources, the
museum has developed a wide range of
human rights education initiatives tailored to
various age groups, including school curricula,
mobile exhibitions, teaching kits, and the
human library. Through these endeavors, the
museum inspires students to explore human
rights issues, and encourages and nurtures
the sustainable development of human rights
education within educational settings.
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Translating Human
Rights History
through the Arts
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In addition to its commitment to uncovering
historical truth, the Human Rights Museum
aspires for more Taiwanese people to become
aware of the stories of political victims and to
make the topic of human rights an indispensable
part of their lives. Utilizing the arts as a medium,
the museum organizes events such as the
Taiwan International Human Rights Film
Festival, the Human Rights Art Festival, and the
Green Island Human Rights Art Festival. These
initiatives harness the emotive power of film, the
performing arts, and contemporary art to instill a
consciousness of human rights into the younger
generation, encourage them to engage with and
discuss human rights issues, and ultimately
incorporate the practice of human rights into
their everyday lives.
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Image: Singer Panai Kusui,
" Lantern-Lit Journey” Concert.
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Image: The opening performance of the 2020 Human Rights Arts Festival, "Renaissance of its Ashes"
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"K’s room—the creation and destruction of the world"
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Publications
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The Human Rights Museum has developed four major book series that
address topics such as political archival research, literary creation, human
rights museums, and human rights issues: Human Rights Archives,
Human Rights Literature and Culture, Museum Perspectives, and Human
Rights Trends. In these publications, the museum extensively explores
human rights themes in research, museum curation and exhibitions, and

creative works, ensuring a continuing impact in its promotion of human
rights.
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Children's Rights
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In order to establish a foundation for human rights education among
children and create a space for children to learn about human rights,
the Human Rights Museum organizes events such as picture book
lectures, film screenings, and children's theater performances in
celebration of World Children's Day, and also holds annual picture
book creation workshops. Through these systematic educational
efforts, the museum helps shape the creative potential of human
rights-themed picture books within the community of local picture
book creators in Taiwan.
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International Network
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As the first national human rights museum in the Asia-Pacific region, the Human
Rights Museum is committed to sharing its experience and resources used to
promote human rights with international partners. It is a member of the
International Coalition of Sites of Conscience (ICSC) and, in 2019, the
International Federation for Human Rights Museums (FIHRM) established its
Asia-Pacific branch (FIHRM-AP) at the museum. FIHRM-AP utilizes Taiwan's
history of human rights struggles to promote the sustainable development of
human rights values by conveying Taiwan's determination to uphold the principles
of freedom, democracy, and human rights in collaboration with the international
community.
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International
Network
Map
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Cooperation Agreements and
Memorandum of Understanding
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South Korea | The May 18
Memorial Foundation

BERTCEDICSEES

South Korea | Korea
Democracy Foundation, KDF
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Chile | Museo de la Memoria
y los Derechos Humanos

FAR-EZETHO
United States |
Simon Wiesenthal Center
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United States |
Artists at Risk Connection
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Poland | SWPS University of
Social Sciences
and Humanities, Warsaw
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Germany | Der Bundesbeauftragte
fur die Stasi-Unterlagen, BStU

() e zmnane
France |
Bureau Francais de Taipei, BFT
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International Human Rights
Organizations
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United Kingdom | Federation of
International Human Rights
Museums (FIHRM)
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United Kingdom | Social Justice
Alliance of Museums (SJAM)
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France | International Council of
Museums (ICOM)
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United States | International Coalition
of Sites of Conscience (ICSC)
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Taiwan | Federation of International
Human Rights Museums —

Asia Pacific (FIHRM-AP)

fAidl BT SRR 4E4R
Netherlands | International
Network of Museums

for Peace (INMP)
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Collaborative Exhibitions
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Afghanistan, Tibet, Cambodia, Bangladesh,

Sri Lanka, and Nepal |
ICSC Member in Asia

® A%
BAERREZE PO

Japan | Taiwan Cultural Center in Tokyo
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Japan | Tokyo Metropolitan Art Museum
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South Korea | Korea
Democracy Foundation, KDF
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Ukraine | Museum of Women's and
Gender History
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Germany | Bundesstiftung zur Aufarbeitung
der SED- Diktatur
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New Zealand | New Zealand Commerce
and Industry Office
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Canada | Canadian Trade Office in Taipei
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Victims Support
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Unlike typical museums, the Human Rights Museum assumes the role of a public
platform that aids in advancing transitional justice and fostering social dialogue.
Through events such as memorial gatherings, workshops, and commemorations
for Human Rights Day, the museum has transforms public service into a
movement for collective human rights introspection. These endeavor shave
encouraged widespread participation and established a foundation for dialogue
between political victims and their families and Taiwanese society.
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Jingmei

White Terror Memorial Park

1999 ‘(f*
The Northern

1957 1967 1980 1992

The Military The Taiwan Garrison The Military Law  The Taiwan Garrison

Law School Command Martial section of the Command is Regional Military Court,

is established Law Headquarters Ministry of dissolved and the High Military Court,

and later and the Military National Defense restructured into the ~ and the Supreme Military

relocated Jurisdiction Bureau relocates, but the  Military Administrative Court and Prosecutors'

in 1967. of the Ministry of courtroom and Regional Command Office of the Ministry of
National Defense detention center  and the Coast Guard  National Defense set up
move to the park. remain. Administration. units within the park.

Green Island

White Terror Memorial Park

1951 1958 1970 1972 1987
The Taiwan The Taiwan Provincial The Taiwan Garrison  After the 1970 Taiyuan  With the lifting of
Provincial Security Command is Command's New Life Incident, the Ministry martial law in Taiwan,
Security reorganized into the  Correctional Centeris  of National Defense the Green Island
Command Taiwan Garrison restructured into the constructs the Green Prison is dissolved.
establishes the Command, and the Green Island Regional Island Correctional
New Life New Life Correction Security Command. Prison (known as the
Correction Center comes under  Political prisoners are  "Oasis Villa") to the
Center on the jurisdiction of the  gradually moved to west of the former
Green Island.  Taiwan Garrison the Ministry of New Life Correctional

Command. National Defense’s Center site.

32

Taiyuan Correctional
Prison, established in
1962.
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Timelines

2002 The Presidential Office Human
Rights Consultative Group
decides to preserve the park.

2007 Management of the park is transferred
to the Council for Cultural Affairs
under the Executive Yuan.
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National Human Rights Museum
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2011 2017 2018 2019 2022
The Preparatory The Organizational The National The Federation  Management of the
Office for the Act of the National Human Rights  of International ~ AnKang Reception
National Human Human Rights Museum Human Rights House, which was
Rights Museum is Museum is passed officially opens; Museums — previously managed
officially established after the third the museumis  Asia-Pacifi by the Investigation
on Human Rights reading in the established (FIHRM-AP) Bureau, Ministry of
Day to oversee the  Legislative Yuan. at two sites: is established. Justice, is
development of two Jingmei White transferred to the
"Human Rights Terror Memorial National Human
Culture Parks in Park and Green Rights Museum
Jingmei and Green Island White under the Ministry
Island. Terror Memorial of Culture.

Park.

2006 Management of the park is transferred to
the Council for Cultural Affairs under the
Executive Yuan.

2002 Green Island Human Rights Memorial
Park is officially established.
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Online Exhibitions:

Learning resources from past special exhibitions,
art seasons, and virtual reality websites.
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Official Website
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Artifact Collection:
A catalogue of over 5,000 human rights-related artifacts.
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Archives:
A compendium of materials from the Compensation Foundation for Improper Trials and
Retribution During the Martial Law Period, established in 1998 under the Compensation

Act for Wrongful Trials on Charges of Sedition and Espionage during the Martial Law
Period.
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Digital Media:

A collection of oral histories from political victims, human rights documentaries, records of
museum activities, and more.
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Taiwan Human Rights Memory Bank:
Centered on political victims, it connects political cases, historical sites, collections, archival
materials, and oral histories all related to the authoritarian period. It provides functions such as
data search and thematic exploration. It also presents multiple perspectives, including those of
the authoritarian government, victims and their families, and researchers.
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Historical Sites of Injustice Archive:
Information on locations where human rights abuses were committed during the
martial law period, known as Historical Sites of Injustice; includes geographical

information, archival materials, victim testimonies, and resources for educational
trips.
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White Terror Literature Catalog Database:

A collection of bibliographic data on literature, accounts, and interviews related to

political events and the White Terror during the martial law period for convenient
access to information on relevant literary works.
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Taiwan Human Rights Story Education Hub:
A comprehensive website with the Human Rights Museum's accumulated oral

history videos, interview records, e-books, research reports, and other human rights
story materials.
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Transitional Justice Database:
Provides insights into the circumstances of individuals who were subject to political
trials during the martial law period; an integrated, name-based database that
includes data from both the Compensation Foundation for Improper Trials and
Retribution During the Martial Law Period and the National Archives Administration,

National Development Council; provides cross-referencing for data retrieval,
queries, etc.
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Jingmei White Terror Memorial Park:
No. 131, Fuxing Road, Xindian District,
New Taipei City
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An Kang Reception House:
No. 12, Shuangcheng Road, Xindian
District, New Taipei City

HeRhEELSEE
SRBEMRES205%

Green Island White Terror Memorial Park:
No. 20, Jiangjunyan, Green Island Township,
Taitung County




